Unveiling Hope: The Inauguration of the Regional Centre of Excellence for Biodiversity, Forests, and
Seascape Ecosystems Management at RCMRD
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Kenya's Cabinet Secretary for Environment, Climate Change and Forestry, Hon. Soipan Tuya (Centre) together with
Director General of RCMRD, Dr. Emmanuel Nkurunziza(left), Representative of European Union to Kenya, Marya
Bernardi(Second left) and Cifor- Icraf's Director of Africa, Dr. Peter Minang (Right) during the official launch of The
Regional Centre of Excellence (RCoE) for Biodiversity, Forests and Seascapes Ecosystems Management in Eastern
and Southern Africa to be based at Regional Centre for Mapping of Resources for Development(RCMRD) in Nairobi,
Kenya on Friday,22nd March 2024.

In a landmark moment for environmental stewardship and sustainable development, a beacon of hope
emerges on the horizon of the African continent. The unveiling of the Regional Centre of Excellence (RCoE)
for Biodiversity, Forests, and Seascape Ecosystems Management at the Regional Centre for Mapping of
Resources for Development (RCMRD) marks a pivotal juncture in the collective efforts towards preserving
our planet's natural heritage.

Nestled amidst the lush landscapes of Eastern Africa, the RCMRD has long been a bastion of innovation
and collaboration in the realm of geospatial science and technology. Now, with the inauguration of the
RCoE, it embarks on a new chapter dedicated to the conservation and sustainable management of
biodiversity, forests, and seascape ecosystems across the region.

At the heart of this initiative lies a shared commitment to safeguarding the rich tapestry of life that thrives
within these ecosystems. From the towering canopies of ancient forests to the vibrant coral reefs teeming
with marine life, each facet of biodiversity holds invaluable ecological, economic, and cultural significance.



Yet, in the face of escalating threats such as habitat loss, climate change, and unsustainable exploitation,
the need for concerted action has never been more pressing.
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Invited Heads of Institutions join Kenya's Cabinet Secretary for Environment, Climate Change and Forestry, Hon.
Soipan Tuya (Centre) in cutting the cake to mark the official launch of The Regional Centre of Excellence (RCoE) for
Biodiversity, Forests and Seascapes Ecosystems Management in Eastern and Southern Africa to be based at Regional
Centre for Mapping of Resources for Development(RCMRD) in Nairobi, Kenya on Friday,22nd March 2024.

The RCoE stands as a testament to the power of collaboration in addressing these complex challenges. By
bringing together governments, academia, civil society, and international partners, it fosters a dynamic
network of expertise and knowledge exchange. Through cutting-edge research, capacity-building
initiatives, and policy advocacy, the Centre empowers stakeholders to enact evidence-based solutions
that promote biodiversity conservation and sustainable development.

Central to the RCoE's mandate is the integration of geospatial technologies and Earth observation data
into conservation efforts. Leveraging state-of-the-art tools such as remote sensing, geographic
information systems (GIS), and artificial intelligence, researchers gain unprecedented insights into
ecosystem dynamics and land-use patterns. This enables them to identify priority areas for conservation,
monitor changes over time, and assess the impact of human activities on biodiversity.

Moreover, the RCoE serves as a hub for innovation, nurturing homegrown solutions tailored to the unique
needs of the region. Whether it be community-based conservation initiatives, sustainable land



management practices, or eco-friendly livelihood alternatives, the Centre empowers local actors to take
ownership of their natural resources and shape a more resilient future for generations to come.

The Inaugurating of the RCoE represents a significant milestone not only for the RCMRD but for the entire
African continent. It signals a renewed commitment to harnessing the transformative potential of science
and technology in addressing the intertwined challenges of environmental degradation and socio-
economic development. By investing in the conservation of biodiversity and ecosystems, we not only
safeguard the natural heritage of our planet but also lay the foundation for a more equitable and
sustainable future for all.
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As we stand on the cusp of this new era of environmental stewardship, let us heed the call to action with
unwavering resolve and determination. Let us forge ahead with courage and conviction, knowing that the
path towards a more harmonious relationship with nature is within our grasp. Together, let us embark on
this journey towards a brighter, more sustainable tomorrow, guided by the guiding light of the Regional
Centre of Excellence for Biodiversity, Forests, and Seascape Ecosystems Management at RCMRD.

In the words of Wangari Maathai, the renowned Kenyan environmentalist and Nobel laureate, "We owe
it to ourselves and to the next generation to conserve the environment so that we can bequeath our
children a sustainable world that benefits all." With the inauguration of the RCoE, we take a decisive step
towards fulfilling this solemn obligation, heralding a new dawn for biodiversity conservation and
sustainable development in Africa and beyond.

The article is written by Michael Ngugi, Team Lead, RCoE



